
PART I 
CAMPAIGN 2013:  BATTLE TO REPLACE MAYOR  
VILLARAIGOSA HAS SEVEN STRONG RIVALS.
Editor’s note:  The ones Calpeek is about to list are the early 
favorites to watch.  There will be more and some of them could 
cause these early and better known candidates some political 
grief.  Here’s our first analysis & commentary… 

...L.A. City Hall is full of negative news these days, especially 
the financial news.  Los Angeles, like other Calif. cities, is fac-
ing budgetary red ink—about $500 million dollars for L.A. 
Some of the problems can be traced to the city’s out-of-control 
pension system for public employees.  Some of the excesses 
hopefully have been fixed by the recent voter approval of some 
charter amendments, but the budget is still in the red.  The City 
Council and Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa are still haggling over 
cuts and possible revenues… 

…With a few exceptions, most of the candidates Calpeek will 
list have strong ties to organized unions.  They include:  State 
Sen. Alex Padilla, L.A. County Sup. Zev Yaroslavsky, City 
Controller Wendy Greuel, L.A. Council President Eric Garcetti
and Councilwoman Jan Perry…

…The two who don’t have those same strong links to labor are 
Mayor Villaraigosa’s top advisor, savvy businessman Austin 
Beutner and developer/businessman Rick Caruso, a former 
L.A. Police Commissioner… 

…One of the lesser known mayoral candidates is former Asst. 
U.S. Atty. Kevin James, who officially announced his candi-
dacy on the steps of L.A. City Hall on March 16th.  James also 
hosts a late night radio show on KRLA. Calpeek’s Dick 
Rosengarten  couldn’t sleep last Friday or this Monday and 
ended up listening to part of his show.  He doesn’t waste any 
words:  he thinks L.A. City Hall is full of corruption and 
waste... 

…Calpeek isn’t sure James mentioned Mayor Antonio’s 
$42,000 L.A. City ethics fine for accepting sports tickets in-
stead of paying for them himself.  Villaraigosa went to the Os-
cars and Lakers games without paying.  The mayor plans to set 
up a legal defense fund to help pay the fines.  That’s totally 
legal, but as some have noted, that doesn’t make it right… 

…James specifically mentioned the current  investigation of 
two building inspectors, suspected of corruption.  These two 
have been placed on leave and a federal grand jury has hit the 

L.A. Dept. of Building & Safety with subpoenas – 11 subpoe-
nas for current and former workers.  L.A. isn’t supposed to be 
Chicago or NY… 

…The office of L.A. City Atty. Carmen Trutanich and the L.A. 
office of the FBI are investigating.  The feds have some con-
versations on tape.  Calpeek was surprised how much inside 
information James had and revealed on his May 6th show.  But 
being a former Asst. U.S. Attorney, he probably has some good 
contacts.  The stuff about the building inspectors was in Satur-
day’s L.A. Times (5/7). 

…That’s not all that James talked about.  He also threw spit-
balls when he mentioned the L.A. City Ethics Commission
fines leveled against Council President Eric Garcetti and three 
other L.A. Councilmembers for accepting gifts of more than 
$100 from contributors who do business with the ciy.  All ad-
mitted their wrongdoing… 

…The bottomline is that James won’t go quietly into the night.  
He’ll make lots of noise and possibly cause red faces among 
the candidates who have connections to L.A. City Hall.  He’s 
hired campaign consultant John Thomas and his website is 
www.kevinjamesformayor.com.  James says he hopes to raise 
$3 million dollars.  Stay tuned… 

VENGEANCE, REVENGE AND CLOSURE WITH BIN 
LADEN’S DEATH.  OBAMA’S NUMBERS GO UP.
Editor’s note:  Some stories can’t be totally covered in 
Calpeek.  They are simply too long and complex.  The mission 
and aftermath of Bin Laden’s death and the political/foreign 
policy fallout is massive.  The best way to learn about this in-
credible U.S. victory is to go to the internet or do some heavy 
reading… 

…On our reading list, both current issues of Time and News-
week are must reads.  And then there’s what Newsweek calls 
The Essential Terror Books.  There are nine books worth read-
ing, if you haven’t already.  We’ll list the four Calpeek  has 
read.  Bob Woodward’s Bush at War and Woodward’s Obama 
at War.  They read like novels.  Richard Clark’s Against All 
Enemies is also worth reading.  And then there is the most in-
formative book about the Taliban and Al Qaeda:  The Longest 
War by journalist Peter L. Bergen.  You’ve probably seen him 
on CNN.  There are other books, but these are the books and 
magazines that will bring you totally up to speed.  Now, here’s 
our spin and analysis… 
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