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March 19, 2010 
 
The Honorable Paul Koretz 
Councilmember, Fifth District 
200 Spring Street 
Room 440 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Mr. Koretz, 
 
This letter is to state the opposition of Neighborhood Council Valley Village (NCVV) to the proposed DWP 
rate increase. 
 
NCVV represents 22,000 stakeholders, many in Council District Five.  We have had extensive meetings on 
this issue and have adopted numerous positions on proposed rate hikes, including a unanimous “no” vote 
regarding Measure B.  Our Board has had the benefit of many presentations from DWP, and we participate 
regularly in meetings both at the Department level and at City Hall.  We have a strong knowledge of 
financial issues related to the Department and rate structure.  Equally important, we are very much in favor 
a green, sustainable alternatives to coal and applaud the effort to move Los Angeles away from coal 
dependency.  We do not, however, believe that this goal should be borne exclusively on the back of DWP’s 
customers in the form of rate increases.   
 
Our Board is also frustrated with the statement of Interim General Manager Freeman that “status quo” will 
make it harder for the utility to help “balance the city’s budget.”  We have long expressed our concern that 
DWP resources are used in such a manner.  This “threat”, and other troubling comments such as concern 
that the utility’s bond rating will suffer if this rate is not approved seem to be focused on badgering our 
elected officials into voting “yes.”   
 
We oppose this rate increase, and appreciate your support of this position in your letter of March 18.   
Further, we believe this is a perfect example of the positive role a Ratepayer Advocate could play in these 
important decisions.  We also feel that Neighborhood Councils should be integrated into such an important 
decision.  Last, the time frame for the proposal and request for passage is far too short for you and your 
colleagues to hear from stakeholders who will be impacted.   Please do not let this increase be rammed 
through without proper public input.  We thank you for your position, and are very happy to stand with you 
as you oppose this increase. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
       
Tony Braswell, President      
Neighborhood Council Valley Village     
 

 


